=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 10 Jan 1994 17:00:14 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Brian Lavendel at Edge-employees
              <smtplink%Brian_Lavendel_at_Edge-employees@EDGEWOOD.EDU>
Subject:      collaborators for FY comp wkshp
 
Call for collaborators for a proposed workshop in Orlando:
We're looking for some additional collaborators for a workshop (11/16 or
11/17/94) being proposed for the 1994 NCTE Convention in Orlando involving
teacher collaboration on the design and practice of the first-year writing
course.
In this workshop (based on a panel we conducted at last year's NCTE), we are
trying to establish a framework for teachers from various types of post-
secondary institutions to share materials, methods, syllabi, as well as goals,
general ideas, problems, questions and answers, etc, pertaining to their first-
year writing courses.
We envision that much of the time of this one-day workshop will be spent in
small groups based on institutional types in which teachers would work
collaboratively to conduct this sharing and to do some mutual problem-solving.
If you plan to go to Orlando and have interest and experience with first-year
composition, and this idea sounds appealing, perhaps you'd like to help by
facilitating one of these small groups. (We especially seek long-time
practitioners with a range of FY comp experiences.)
If you're interested (so far), email me (not via the list, but at the address
below please) and I'll forward the complete workshop proposal to you. (I should
note that in order to place your name on the proposal itself, we need your
response soon--the deadline is Jan 21. However, if our proposal is accepted, it
may still be possible to include other members at a later date.)
In collaboration,
Brian Lavendel
Edgewood College, Madison, WI
LAVENDEL@EDGEWOOD.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jan 1994 12:56:31 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Michael P Kuhne-1 <kuhn0004@GOLD.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
In-Reply-To:  <01H735KPM4YADBI9CK@VX.CIS.UMN.EDU>
 
The University of Minnesota is currently considering the elimination of
upper-division composition courses and the implementation of
writing-intensive courses.  The administration is suggesting that each
student be required to take and pass four W-I courses in order to
graduate.  The Center for Interdisciplinary Studies of Writing is
preparing a presentation to the deans of the university.  We will attempt
to inform them about W-I courses at other, comparable (huge, land grant,
research-oriented) universities.  Here is where your feedback would be
most helpful.
 
1.  Where might I be able to find some numbers on W-I courses:  how many
land grant universities actually are using W-I courses now?  which land
grant universities have used W-I courses in the past but have since
dropped that plan in lieu of another, more effective plan?  what are those
other, more effective plans?  how widespread are W-I courses?  if
universities have considered W-I courses, but not followed through on that
plan, I'd be interested to know why not?
 
2.  If you would like to respond, I'd be interested in hearing from any of
you responsible for running the writing-intensive program administration
at your institute.  What should we at Minnesota be most concerned about at
this stage of the process?
 
I apologize if this is a topic that is rehashed every six months or so.
Thanks for your cooperation.
 
Michael Kuhne, Research Fellow
Center for Interdisciplinary Studies of Writing
The University of Minnesota
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jan 1994 12:17:12 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
Michael, in 1987 ASU instituted two WI courses beyond FYC as a General Studies
requirement for all students. After six years, we are ALMOST able to meet the
demand for these courses. In fact, advanced writing courses of various kinds
are used to meet half the requirement. The other half is satisfied by WI
courses in the disciplines (although not all disciplines have yet created
their WI courses). Unless WAC is pretty far advanced at Minnesota, I suspect
that youwill be awhile providing FOUR WI courses for every student. You may
wind up with a nominal requirement satisfied by phantom WI courses--unless
your definition of WI turns out to be pretty feeble. Good luck. More later.
I'd like to see what experience others have had. Missouri?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jan 1994 13:20:40 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Jane Nelson <JNELSON@UWYO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
I direct a WI program at the University of Wyoming, a land-grant research
institution, but not a huge one.  Send me a note if you'd like my input--our
institutions are comparable in some ways but not in others.  A few things to
think about:  who will teach the WI courses?  how will they be "certified" as
such?  who will have oversight for these matters?  what is the base of support
for the idea in the first place?
 
Jane Nelson, Director of the Writing Center
Dept. of English
University of Wyoming
jnelson@uwyo.edu
(307) 766-2620
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 11 Jan 1994 15:44:00 CDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Russ Meyer <ENGLRUSS@UHDBIT.BITNET>
Subject:      WI programs
 
Michael--
You might contact Marty Townsend at Missouri (WritMat@Mizzou1.Bitnet) for
information on their current program, or Doug Hunt (English Dept, UofMissouri,co
lumbia) for a bit of history on the program. Marty is the current WI
director, and Doug was the "founding director."  Try Raymie Smith at
Indiana, too (WRSmith@ucs.indiana.edu); he was also at Missouri, working
with Doug, and now runs the WI program at Indiana. Both those programs
are comparable to yours.
Russ Meyer
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 00:13:51 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
Jane Nelson's questions point to the pesky operational issues related to WI
courses. Do the faculty who teach the courses have to qualify in any way to do
so?
  Who is the judge? Figuring out how to certify that a course meets the WI
criteria is one nightmare. Figuring out how to re-certify such courses is an
even bigger problem. What if a course is offered in multiple sections taught
bydifferent instructors (We had one instructor in Courtship and Marriage
course who was active in our WAC program and really wanted her course to be a
WI course, but the other instructors who taught the course at the same time
wanted no part of it)? Does your student information system have the
capability of identifying WI courses on the transcript or will someone have to
check the transcript manually for WI courses (some of which may once have been
WI courses but were dropped from the list)? Can WI courses have prerequisites?
Can English have WI courses for English majors only (At ASU, English initially
had lots of WI courses when other departments had none or few; stduents took
the WI courses they could get, and the enrollments in our course in the
pre-raphaelites got to be a little strange--all those engineers and social
work students)? What faculty development system has been proposed to prepare
faculty to use writing effectively in their classes? The logistical issues are
significant, and no WI proposal should be enacted without close attention to
those logistical issues.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 08:06:03 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
In-Reply-To:  <199401120716.AA03105@wiley.csusb.edu> from "David E. Schwalm" at
              Jan 12, 94 00:13:51 am
 
I second David's warnings about Writing Intensive courses.  Most campuses
I visit with such programs are disasters.  The best example of care in
such a program that I have seen is at the U of Missouri, Columbia; contact
Marty Townsend.
                                        --Ed White
And Happy New Year to everyone.
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 09:20:53 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Jane Nelson <JNELSON@UWYO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
Disasters, Ed?  Care to elaborate?
 
And are we distinguishing between WAC and WI?  Or are these terms now
interchangeable?
 
I've been feeling pretty good about our program--we seem to have enough
classes, the faculty remain interested in teaching the WI classes and continue
to create new ones, they are interested in finding out how to do those courses
better.  But maybe I'm not thinking in the right terms.  Maybe we're heading
for a disaster here.  Maybe we're already in one.  So I'm genuinely interested
in hearing about Ed's experiences.
 
Jane Nelson
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 08:25:22 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
In-Reply-To:  <199401111909.AA27412@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Michael P Kuhne-1"
              at Jan 11, 94 12:56:31 pm
 
Michael, you might want to look at a little article I wrote for the AAHE
Bulletin (November 1990) called "Change for the Worse" in which I point
out some of the problems of writing intensive requirements which do not
have a careful foundation.  (The Bulletin is generally read by
administrators.)  Also, be aware that a university like yours in the east
had to waive its 3-course WI requirement for over a thousand graduating
seniors last year since insufficient courses were being offered.  The idea
of WI courses appears to be cheap and easy, but it requires four expensive
components: a genuine active WAC program, a capacious and excellent
writing center, a serious faculty development effort, and a vigorous
prestigious campus committee devoted to the task.  Most campuses want the
APPEARANCE of the WI program without its substance.
                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 13:00:45 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Comments:     Warning -- original Sender: tag was baron@UX1.CSO.UIUC.EDU
From:         Dennis Baron <debaron@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
The University of Illinois has a new WAC/WI program, up and running for a
couple of years.  Contact Gail Hawisher (hawisher@uiuc.edu) for details.
Our institution, of those who have replied to the post, is most like
Minnesota (large public land grant research with a large % of instruction
delivered by TAs).
 
Essentially we have added a requirement that all students entering after
1992 (I think) must take a COMPOSITION 2 course.  Courses fulfilling
COMP2 are approved by a General Education board subcommittee.  They
can be intermediate or advanced comp courses or WI courses in the student's
major or other gen ed courses with a wi-component.
 
We satisfy at least some of Ed White's requirements: added faculty,
an expanded well-functioning writing center, an infusion of money,
and training workshops for faculty and tas teaching writing intensive
courses.
 
Our first class covered by the COMP 2 requirement has yet to graduate.
We do not have enough sections of courses to cover demand.  We don't
know yet if we'll have to waive the requirement for some students so
they may graduate on time.  There is both support and skepticism about
the program, though departments continue to add their own writing courses
and we remain hopeful that it can work here at this kind of institution.
 
Adding COMP2 has effectively doubled the writing requirement (before that
it was one semester of fycomp, proficiencied by about 20% of entering
students) for most of our students, which doesn't say much, but it makes
what we hope is an important statement about writing being important.
 
Again, contact Gail for specific answers.  I think she's on this list,
but has been busy this week training WAC faculty.
 
Dennis
--
debaron@uiuc.edu                   (\                   217-333-2392
                                   \'\             fax: 217-333-4321
Dennis Baron                        \'\         ____________
Department of English               / '|       ()___________)
University of Illinois              \ '/        \ ~~~~~~~~~ \
608 South Wright St.                  \           \ ~~~~~~~~~ \
Urbana, IL 61801                      ==).          \ __________\
                                     (__)           ()___________)
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 10:40:32 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Jane Nelson <JNELSON@UWYO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
I'll second Ed's description of the four components necessary for WI courses to
succeed.  Part of the reason why we seem to be getting enough courses is the
committee component.  Our WI program is part of a general studies program (it's
called the university studies program).  The University Studies Committee is
involved in approving courses for science, math, humanities, social science,
global studies, fine arts, and writing.  It's a hard working committee with a
hard-working associate provost at its head. It sees as part of its mission to
review all courses once they are approved.  With such a committee, you can
respond fairly quickly to incipient problems.  Here, for instance, all students
must take 3 math courses as well as 3 writing courses.  This year, it became
apparent that there weren't going to be enough of the third kind of math
course--and the committee was able to persuade certain colleges and certain
departments to devote resources to insure that the courses would get taught
this year.
 
Commitment to teach WI courses has to come from the faculty.  The faculty
should in involved in a major way from the beginning in deciding what
constitutes a WI course.  But support for the WI courses must come--in a major
way--from the administration--support for a WAC director or coordinator,
support for a committee, support for a writing center.  It helps to have a
committed provost and a committed mid/upper administrator (associate provost?)
to make sure it happens.  I wouldn't even begin to consider a major WI program
without that kind of commitment from both faculty and administration.
 
Jane
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 12:41:24 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Joan Livingston-Webber <webber@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
In-Reply-To:  <01H7LCLXAQY8003H1G@crcvms.unl.edu> from "Jane Nelson" at Jan 12,
              94 09:20:53 am
 
I hadn't read the ambiguity Jane has.  I've been automatically
interpreting WI as WID.  So yes, Michael and others, what
kind of WI are we talking about?
--
Joan Livingston-Webber   webber@unomaha.edu
"What gets better is the precision with which we vex each other."
                                                -Clifford Geertz
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 17:42:14 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK, WRIGHT STATE, DAYTON 45435" <RBULLOCK@WSU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
Michael,
Here at Wright State (not huge, but big--17,000) in Dayton, we have Writing-
Intensive courses in several majors.  Like many aspects of WSU, it's not
highly centralized or controlled; we leave most things to the good will of
the course instructors. Hence we have no coordinator, no administrative
structure.  While this may be dangerous, it grows from a political battle
over general education courses in which our university-wide writing across
the curriculum program became a convenient pawn.  Briefly, to protest what
faculty saw as inadequate funding for GE, it refused to implement writing-
intensive GE courses.  The University-wide WI major requirement of 3 courses
in each major in order to graduate was tied to the passage of the GE require-
ment.  When the one went, the other went too.  However, most colleges that
had already adopted WI requirements for their majors kept them.  (Incidentally,
we had attempted to hire a WAC coordinator for two years, but funding for that
position was never clarified [do you see a trend here?] and when the debacle
occurred, the whole idea was dropped.)
 
You should contact someone at Ohio State about their four-tiered (one/year)
writing requirement.
 
Hope this helped,
Rich Bullock
rbullock@desire.wright.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 17:47:07 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK, WRIGHT STATE, DAYTON 45435" <RBULLOCK@WSU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
I agree with Ed on all counts.  Wright State's program is probably too
feeble (to use David's word) to be a disaster, but if nothing else it
keeps interest in faculty workshops fairly high; and that level of
educating faculty in how writing can be used and effectively taught
has raised the level of discourse among faculty discussing writing
(to my immense relief!).
Rich Bullock
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 21:46:13 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Gail E. Hawisher" <hawisher@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
Like Jane, I'm rather optimistic about our WAC program, and I think we have
the four components here at Illinois that Ed rightly suggests are
essential: an active WAC program; a "capacious" as well as excellent
writing center;  a good faculty development program; and *several* campus
committees, at least one of which is also prestigious. :)) In addition, we
have a new cross-disciplinary graduate program undergirding the
efforts--and we have funding from central administration. The funding has
been essential to getting all the programs off the ground, and without it,
our efforts would come to a halt, abruptly.
 
Michael, I too fear the *four* WI-course requirement.  We frankly couldn't
manage that here at Illinois.  As Dennis suggests, we're doing well to get
the one added course off the ground for all students. Our experiences have
been much like David's. The fact that ASU, after five years (we're now in
our fourth year), could accommodate all the students has been heartening to
us, and I think we are going to have enough courses too. But we want to
make sure that, like ASU, we have the kinds of courses that will benefit
students. One of my greatest fears is that we start compromising quality in
order to satisfy numbers. I think I told Lilly when she was here that a
four-course requirement seemed to be asking too much, but of course
Minnesota does have a number of well established
writing-in-the-disciplines courses that we simply don't have.
 
Frankly, where we're having our greatest problem is in trying to get a good
WAC program in place for graduate students.  So far we've worked with over
200 faculty in four-day workshops, and about 100 TAs in two-day workshops.
It's important to me (and the program) that faculty take center stage, and
they have been doing this.  Paul Prior is doing a tremendous job directing
the TA part of our program, but we haven't found any WAC models for TAs at
a large institution such as ours. We have great success in working with the
graduate students, but we don't know how to keep them in writing-intensive
courses. I would love to know what other universities might be doing to
keep good TAs in other departments.
 
In any case, I've enjoyed and learned from the comments here.  Sorry I was
so busy *doing* WAC that I didn't have time to participate earlier. :))
 
Gail
________________
Gail E. Hawisher
Department of English
Center for Writing Studies
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
hawisher@uiuc.edu and 217-333-2989
 
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 23:44:05 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Kathleen Yancey <FEN00KBY@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
In-Reply-To:  Message of Wed,
              12 Jan 1994 21:46:13 -0600 from <hawisher@UIUC.EDU>
 
Gail, can you tell us about the cross-disciplinary graduate program?  (And
Happy New Year!)
 
Kathleen Yancey
<fen00kby@unccvm.uncc.edu>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 22:56:19 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Michael P Kuhne-1 <kuhn0004@GOLD.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      WI and WID courses
In-Reply-To:  <01H7LV74QHYADBJ58T@VX.CIS.UMN.EDU>
 
Joan asks if we are differentiating between WID and WI courses, and at
some level, I think that we are.  The only way I can explain it is to use
UMinnesota's situation as an example.  Currently, upper division
composition courses are taught through the Program in Composition and
Communication.  Most of the instructors (all but four of the 110) are
graduate students, and at least 60% are English graduate students.  The
writing that happens, then, in those upper division courses are what I
would call WAC-based: in other words, students are writing from a
disciplinary standpoint (say, engineering) and reaching out to an
audience typically outside of that discipline (say, instruction manuals
on a technical mechanism designed for a non-technical audience).
My sense is that the WI courses would be WID: by that, I mean that those
students would be writing "things" appropriate to and for a particular
discipline.
 
The categories (WI, WID, WAC, plus the disciplinary cateogories) are
slippery.  Anyone else want to add, delete, amend the working definitions?
 
Michael Kuhne
Center for Interdisciplinary Studies of Writing
The University of Minnesota
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 12 Jan 1994 23:04:27 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Michael P Kuhne-1 <kuhn0004@GOLD.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
In-Reply-To:  <01H7LV74QHYADBJ58T@VX.CIS.UMN.EDU>
 
Ed White raises an interesting area for me: WI programs gone awry.  I am
interested if only because we don't want to repeat the same mistakes here.
 I am not sure how to do this tactfully (I would hate to see this become
a forum for mocking X institutions or Y administrators), but I would like
to hear from people who have been involved in WI programs that failed:
what prompted the failure?  how long was the program in place?  what has
the institution done to rectify the situation?
 
By the way, thanks publicly to all the people who responded to my posting
regarding the different WI structures existing "out there."  It was just
the information I needed.
 
Michael Kuhne, Research Fellow
Center for Interdisciplinary Studies of Writing
The University of Minnesota
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 13 Jan 1994 08:26:27 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      WI and WID courses
 
Shoobie doobie wi wid wac doo wop
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 13 Jan 1994 15:01:39 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
In-Reply-To:  <199401121635.AA04581@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Jane Nelson" at Jan
              12, 94 09:20:53 am
 
OK Jane, here is one disaster I saw on a large state university campus,
with a 3-course WI requirement.  The Writing Center disappeared some years
back during a financial crisis, as did the WAC director and program.  The
WI program was "administered" by the various department chairs, who
assigned WI courses to the weakest teachers because student demand was
enormous and the classes would fill however badly they were taught.  The
teachers were generally clueless; one physics prof told me proudly, for
instance, that he spent a lot of time lecturing on punctuation and always
took off points for spelling.  The faculty I met with were agreed that
only tenured folk should take on a WI course because it tended to damage
chances for promotion. Since student demand could not be met, many of the
WI courses enrolled 50-75 students and required very little or no writing.
 At a meeting with students, I got blank stares when I asked what the WI
stood for; one of them said hesitantly, "Work in class?"  The real kicker
was that faculty NOT involved with the WI courses now gave LESS writing
than before, since that burden had been assumed by the WI teachers!  I
have been on three campuses in different parts of the country that come
close to this description in the last few years.  Disaster enough?
                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 13 Jan 1994 09:20:54 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Gail E. Hawisher" <hawisher@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
Kathi --
 
One of the arguments we made in Illinois's proposal for a Center for
Writing Studies was that if we were to have a new WI-requirement, we needed
other structures in place to support undergraduates and faculty. The
Writers' Workshop became the mechanism to support undergraduate writing and
the WAC Program supports faculty writing instruction. But we also argued
that at a large research institution like Illinois, we needed a committed
and "intellectually engaged" group of teaching assistants to work in the
Writers' Workshop and to staff, in various capacities, the WI-classes. So
we proposed a cross-disciplinary graduate program to provide the needed
cadre of teaching assistants. This three-pronged structure of the
Center--tutorial facility, WAC program, graduate program--was approved by
the state a year ago last December, and we now have about 20 graduate
students in what we call "Writing Studies."
 
The new specialization in Writing Studies exists within current degree
programs; we probably couldn't have gotten a new PhD program approved.
Graduate students pursue an M.A. or PhD within English, Speech
Communication, Education, or English as an International Language, take
required courses in Writing Studies, complete a master's project with us,
and participate in the Center's colloquia.  Over the past four years we've
managed to attract a growing number of grad students and faculty who are
interested in the program. In fact we had one grad student in philosophy
ask us if he could pursue the program within the Department of Philosophy
and conceivably he could. It would all depend upon the Philosophy
Department's willingness to affiliate with us.
 
Illinois has made a substantial investment in the new programs.  Over the
past four years, five new faculty have been hired in English and two in
Speech Communication. As I write this, I'm grateful for the support we've
received and somewhat nervous that the university's shrinking budget will
provide less support in the future.  We could use more faculty, for
example, and I know this is something that won't happen for several years!
 
Gail
________________
Gail E. Hawisher
Department of English
Center for Writing Studies
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
hawisher@uiuc.edu and 217-333-2989
 
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jan 1994 00:21:18 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Kathleen Yancey <FEN00KBY@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
In-Reply-To:  Message of Thu,
              13 Jan 1994 09:20:54 -0600 from <hawisher@UIUC.EDU>
 
Thanks, Gail; you did a nice job of explaining the "Writing Studies" option.
I'm going to pass this along to some folks in our department--we're in the
middle of a rejuvenated WI program led by Sam Watson and also talking about
changes in the MA program--and you've given us some other options to consider.
 
Kathi
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jan 1994 07:54:31 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Gail E. Hawisher" <hawisher@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
Kathi and others --
 
Good--I'm glad the description is useful. The University of Kentucky was
quite taken with the Illinois model because it provides an argument for
graduate study in rhetoric and composition that connects the program to
undergraduate education. We hope the model will continue to work for us,
but I suspect we'll encounter some of the pitfalls David outlined.
 
Ed's horror story is truly frightening.  I'm amazed when I visit schools
where administrators (and faculty!) actually believe they can build a good
WAC program without hiring a person specifically for that purpose! And then
to have the position and let it go or not refill the position . . . .
Honestly!
 
Gail
________________
Gail E. Hawisher
Department of English
Center for Writing Studies
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
hawisher@uiuc.edu and 217-333-2989
 
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jan 1994 09:49:06 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Jane Nelson <JNELSON@UWYO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
Yep, Ed, disaster enough.
 
After three years of WAC and WI operation, we're now starting our review
process.  It's going to be very important as rejuvenation as well as review.
 
The main problem here has been to try to counter the pressure to increase
enrollments that comes from the provost's office.  Several of our WI classes
have big enrollments, but they also seem to meet the criteria of lots of
writing.  Part of my review process will be to find out how those instructors
who have big enrollments do it and keep their sanity.  I'm feeling comfortable
about how to review the program from the faculty and administrative end.  I'm
feeling very uncomfortable about how to review the process from the student
end--that is, are the students getting writing instruction and/or writing
experiences that are valuable for them.  And, do we need to find out if they're
getting "better" as writers under this system?  Ed, you can certainly help on
that latter issue.
 
Jane
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 14 Jan 1994 12:47:07 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Dale Sullivan  Univ of Nebr at Kearney <sullivan@PLATTE.UNK.EDU>
Subject:      evaluating Wr Center directors
 
I've just signed on to WPA-L, and I usually
like to lurk a while before I say anything, but I
need some help.  The Dean of Fine Arts and Humanities
here at the U of Nebr. at Kearney, my boss, has asked
me to find out how other universities evaluate directors
of Writing Centers.  We're late in figuring out this process,
since I come up for tenure next year, but I was hoping some
of you could give me some information.  If you feel like
your answer would not be of general intersest, you can
send responses to me directly:  sullivan@platte.unk.edu
Any help you can give will be appreciated.
Dale Sullivan
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 15 Jan 1994 06:34:46 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Theresa P. Ammirati" <tpamm@CONNCOLL.EDU>
Subject:      high school writing centers
 
I apologize for what may be quadruple repetition, but not only is this
going out to three lists (wpa, wac, and wcenter), I'm also having trouble
with my computer and I think that this has not gone out to wpa.  In any
event:
 
Can anyone give me the name of high schools with exemplary writing
centers and/or wac programs, anywhere in the continental U.S.?
 
A friend of mine who teaches in high school is planning a sabbatical and
would like to visit such schools.
 
You may want to reply to me privately, and I'll summarize for whoever is
interested.  Thanks.  Theresa Ammirati, Connecticut College,
tpamm@conncoll.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 15 Jan 1994 09:05:17 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: evaluating Wr Center directors
In-Reply-To:  <199401142304.AA28940@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Dale Sullivan  Univ
              of Nebr at Kearney" at Jan 14, 94 12:47:07 pm
 
Dale, good to hear from you.  When did Kearny change from Kearney State,
which it was when I did some WAC workshops there years ago?  I don't think
there WAS a writing center then.  Convey my regards and congrats to the
powers there.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 15 Jan 1994 09:14:30 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
In-Reply-To:  <199401142228.AA28537@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Jane Nelson" at Jan
              14, 94 09:49:06 am
 
 On whether students get "better" after WAC, the best work I know is being
done by Gail Hughes at the Minnesota Community Colleges.  She argues, in
a chapter for our MLA volume on assessment (1995) that a WAC program does
not have to demonstrate student improvement; it can ASSUME student
improvement if it can prove it is doing everything that has been shown to
lead to student improvement.
                        --Ed White
>  > Yep, Ed, disaster enough. >
> After three years of WAC and WI operation, we're now starting our review
> process.  It's going to be very important as rejuvenation as well as review.
>
> The main problem here has been to try to counter the pressure to increase
> enrollments that comes from the provost's office.  Several of our WI classes
> have big enrollments, but they also seem to meet the criteria of lots of
> writing.  Part of my review process will be to find out how those instructors
> who have big enrollments do it and keep their sanity.  I'm feeling comfortable
> about how to review the program from the faculty and administrative end.  I'm
> feeling very uncomfortable about how to review the process from the student
> end--that is, are the students getting writing instruction and/or writing
> experiences that are valuable for them.  And, do we need to find out if they're
> getting "better" as writers under this system?  Ed, you can certainly help on
> that latter issue.
>
> Jane
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 16 Jan 1994 16:51:39 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Gail E. Hawisher" <hawisher@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      C&C Awards
 
On this snowy afternoon, let me again remind you to nominate colleagues'
scholarship and *your own work* for the annual _Computers & Composition_
Ellen Nold Best Article Award and the Hugh Burns Dissertation Award.  These
awards not only carry with them a small stipend ($150) and handsome plaque
but also (our winners tell us) are impressive credentials in the academic
world.  We urge you to become part of the competition--nominations will be
accepted through email. In fact, I'll even *find* the articles if you send
me your nominations through email.  Pertinent details are included below.
Gail
 
Would you also please post the announcement to other lists?  Thanks again!
*******************************************************************************
 
*Computers & Composition* Editors: Gail Hawisher and Cynthia Selfe
 
T H E  H U G H  B U R N S  D I S S E R T A T I O N  A W A R D
 
To be eligible, the nominee must have completed a dissertation in computers
and composition studies during the past three years (1990-1993).  Along
with a copy of the dissertation, entrants must submit a statement
explaining why the dissertation has made a significant contribution to the
field of computers and composition.  Entrants are encouraged to nominate
their own work.  Letter of nomination and dissertation must be received by
January 31, 1994.
 
T H E  E L L E N  N O L D  B E S T  A R T I C L E  A W A R D
 
To be considered, entrants must submit two copies of the photocopied
article, specifying where the piece was originally published and why the
article merits this award.  Entrants may nominate their own work.  Letter
of nomination and photocopied article must be submitted by January 31,
1993. (You can, if you wish, send your nomination letter through e-mail.)
 
Winners for both awards receive a cash prize of $150 and plaque noting
their outstanding scholarly contribution.  We will make these awards at the
Tenth Computers and Writing Conference in Columbia, M0 (May 20-24, 1994).
Please send
nominations to Gail.  Thanks!
 
Gail E. Hawisher                       hawisher@uiuc.edu
608 S. Wright St.                      University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
Department of English                  217-333-2989 (work)
Urbana, IL 61801                       217-352-8031 (home)
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 18 Jan 1994 13:22:13 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         00lkhanson@BSUVAX1.BITNET
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
Gail, I appreciated hearing about your "Writing Studies" option.  You've
put together pieces that, as I tick them off, we have in place but
obviously haven't capitalized on.  Nice package!
Linda Hanson
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 19 Jan 1994 07:01:38 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "Gail E. Hawisher" <hawisher@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
 
Thanks, Linda--the one advantage to Illinois's coming to "Writing Studies"
rather late is that we've been able to learn from all the fine programs
around the country, including Ball State's.
 
Gail
 
>Gail, I appreciated hearing about your "Writing Studies" option.  You've
>put together pieces that, as I tick them off, we have in place but
>obviously haven't capitalized on.  Nice package!
>Linda Hanson
________________
Gail E. Hawisher
Department of English
Center for Writing Studies
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
hawisher@uiuc.edu and 217-333-2989
 
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 21 Jan 1994 11:40:52 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Comments:     Warning -- original Sender: tag was baron@UX1.CSO.UIUC.EDU
From:         Dennis Baron <debaron@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      email for keith gilyard
 
Does anyone have Keith Gilyard's email address at Syracuse?
Thanks in advance.
 
Dennis
--
debaron@uiuc.edu                   (\                   217-333-2392
                                   \'\             fax: 217-333-4321
Dennis Baron                        \'\         ____________
Department of English               / '|       ()___________)
University of Illinois              \ '/        \ ~~~~~~~~~ \
608 South Wright St.                  \           \ ~~~~~~~~~ \
Urbana, IL 61801                      ==).          \ __________\
                                     (__)           ()___________)
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 22 Jan 1994 13:29:04 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Sam Watson <FEN00SDW@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU>
Subject:      Job Opening at UNC-Charlotte
 
                     Job Opening at UNC-Charlotte
                Coordinator of Writing Resources Center
 
The Coordinator of the Writing Resources Center plans and administers
center functions, including two computer-equipped classrooms/labs. The
Coordinator recruits, trains, and supervises student tutors and monitors.
The Coordinator may teach an occasional course, as determined by other
duties and institutional needs.
 
Applicants should be knowledgeable in writing theory and pedagogy with some
background in Teaching English as a Second Language. They should be able to
work with multiple constituencies of students, tutors, faculty, and
administrators.  Applicants must hold a minimum of a Master's degree and be
qualified for an adjunct appointment in the Department of English. To
apply, send vita and letter of application stating interest in the position
and the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of at least three
references to:
 
                            Dr. Sam Watson
                Director of University Writing Programs
               University of North Carolina at Charlotte
                   Charlotte, North Carolina 28223.
 
Review of applications will begin on February 1 and continue until
the position is filled; starting date is July 1, 1994. The University
of North Carolina is an Equal Opportunity Employer and encourages
applications from women and minority candidates.
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jan 1994 09:19:00 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         WPUSER%RWCPOST%MHS%UCVAX@PMDF.UC.EDU
Subject:      Message Undeliverable
 
--Boundary (ID OvaMIVRvBIdAM9mfH3kQZA)
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
 
MHS reported an error:
Illegal destination username
 
The problem occurred for recipient:
  To: MAILER @ UCVAX {WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET@pmdf@ucbeh}
  Sender: WPUSER @ RWCPOST
 
--Boundary (ID OvaMIVRvBIdAM9mfH3kQZA)
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: MESSAGE/RFC822
 
Sender: "/FFN=NO FROM/"@pmdf.uc.edu
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
A1-type: MAIL
 
The message that you sent
 
  To:      lutherpa @ RWCPOST
  Date:    22-Jan-94 13:29
  Subject: Job Opening at UNC-Charlotte
 
was not deliverable.  The user is unknown.
 
 
--Boundary (ID OvaMIVRvBIdAM9mfH3kQZA)--
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jan 1994 09:19:00 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         WPUSER%RWCPOST%MHS%UCVAX@PMDF.UC.EDU
Subject:      Message Undeliverable
 
--Boundary (ID EAcoRNQSG4T7uyaLWYKZjg)
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
 
MHS reported an error:
Illegal destination username
 
The problem occurred for recipient:
  To: MAILER @ UCVAX {WPA-L%ASUACAD.BITNET@ARIZVM1.ccit.arizona.edu@pmdf@ucbeh}
  Sender: WPUSER @ RWCPOST
 
--Boundary (ID EAcoRNQSG4T7uyaLWYKZjg)
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: MESSAGE/RFC822
 
Sender: "/FFN=NO FROM/"@pmdf.uc.edu
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
A1-type: MAIL
 
The message that you sent
 
  To:      lutherpa @ RWCPOST
  Date:    22-Jan-94 13:29
  Subject: Job Opening at UNC-Charlotte
 
was not deliverable.  The user is unknown.
 
 
--Boundary (ID EAcoRNQSG4T7uyaLWYKZjg)--
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jan 1994 11:24:27 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Joan Livingston-Webber <webber@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: INFORMATION on Writing-Intensive Programs
In-Reply-To:  <01H7LCS6CLM8003L74@crcvms.unl.edu> from "Edward White" at Jan 12,
              94 08:25:22 am
 
FYI:
 
The article Ed refers to here is available as an ERIC document,
ED 325042.
 
>
> Michael, you might want to look at a little article I wrote for the AAHE
> Bulletin (November 1990) called "Change for the Worse" in which I point
> out some of the problems of writing intensive requirements which do not
> have a careful foundation.  (The Bulletin is generally read by
> administrators.)  Also, be aware that a university like yours in the east
 
 
 
>                                 --Ed White
>
--
Joan Livingston-Webber   webber@unomaha.edu
"What gets better is the precision with which we vex each other."
                                                -Clifford Geertz
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jan 1994 09:11:26 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         BMMAID@UALR.EDU
Subject:      Departments of Writing Request
 
Please excuse posting to multiple lists.
 
Folks--
 
One of the nicer results of the creation of UALR's Department of Rhetoric and
Writing is that many of our students have become interested in the creation and
development of free-standing writing programs and departments and the
programmatic opportunities they give to students.
 
One of my students has asked me to work with her on an independent study project
researching curricular issues taking place in departments of writing.  While I
have a pretty good notion where those departments exist, I admit I doubt I can
name all of them.  In order to compile a list of such departments for my student
to contact, I'd appreciate it if you are part of a such a free-standing writing
unit or if you know where they exist, to please let me know.
 
In keeping with proper net etiquette, I think it wisest for you to post to me
off-list.  If anyone is interested, I'll be happy to post a list of all such
units to the list once I compile it.
 
 
Thanks,
 
Barry Maid
bmmaid@ualr
Department of Rhetoric and Writing
University of Arkansas at Little Rock
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 24 Jan 1994 16:31:30 CST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Eric Crump <LCERIC@MIZZOU1.BITNET>
Subject:      C&W responses soooon
 
A quick note to those of you who submitted proposals for the
Computers & Writing Conference:
 
Just wanted to let you know that Official Replies will be in the
mail very soon. The mailing glitch which delayed the distribution
of the call for proposals is still having its effect. But the brave
team of readers, led by the inimitable Rebecca Rickly, has
completed its work as of this past weekend and we're now in the
process of making final decisions. I apologize for the delay
getting back to you all. I'd hoped we could let everyone know
something in January, but we may not quite make that goal.
--Eric Crump
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jan 1994 10:25:37 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Joan Livingston-Webber <webber@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Portfolios ofr Placement
 
Next month, we're presenting to the department a plan to
switch from a 2-hour placement essay to portfolio placement
in the 2-semester comp sequence.  We'd like a list of places
using portfolios for placement in fyw programs.  We know
of a few but would like as long a list as we can get.
 
Please send to me off-list.  If there's enough interest, I'll
post the final list.  Thanks.
 
--
Joan Livingston-Webber   webber@unomaha.edu
"What gets better is the precision with which we vex each other."
                                                -Clifford Geertz
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jan 1994 14:55:00 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Ben Reynolds <ewt2@JHUNIX.HCF.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Departments of Writing Request
 
The Associated Writing Programs in Norfolk, VA (on campus of Old Dominion
University) publishes a catalogue of writing programs, undergrad and
graduate.  Ask for David Fenza.
 
Best,
Ben Reynolds                                  (410)516-0161
Coordinator, Academic Programs          FAX   (410)516-0804
Center for Talented Youth               The Johns Hopkins University
3400 N. Charles St.                     Baltimore, MD 21218  USA
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jan 1994 15:23:14 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         FATCG@USU.BITNET
Subject:      Call for Computers & Composition special issue
 
Return-path: <JKINKEAD@HASS.USU.EDU>
Received: from pcmailgw.usu.edu by cc.usu.edu (PMDF V4.2-13 #4757) id
 <01H855UEP5NKAW3VYD@cc.usu.edu>; Wed, 26 Jan 1994 15:21:29 MDT
Date: Wed, 26 Jan 1994 15:20 -0600 (MDT)
From: Joyce Kinkead <JKINKEAD@HASS.USU.EDU>
Subject: Call for Computers & Composition special issue
To: fatcg@cc.usu.edu
Message-id: <01H855UEQLGIAW3VYD@cc.usu.edu>
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT
XGW-Version: IMail SMTP Gateway v1.49a 10/16/91
XGW-To:   fatcg@USU.EDU
 
Christine Hult and Joyce Kinkead will serve as guest editors for a special
issue of a '95 COMPUTERS & COMPOSITION, focusing on writing center.  Welcome
are articles that discuss the convergences of computers and writing centers.
July 1, 1994 is the working deadline for sending manuscripts.
 
We welcome letters of intent asap so we can head off overlaps if need be.
Our addresses follow:
Joyce Kinkead
Utah State Univ.
Logan, UT  84322-0700
FATCG@USU.EDU or JKINKEAD@HASS.USU.EDU
fax:  801=750-1092 or 3751
phone: 801-750-1706
 
Christine Hult (on sabbatical this year)
2735 N. 1250 East
Logan, UT  84321
FAHULT@USU.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jan 1994 18:13:51 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Jim Porter <jporter@MACE.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      business writing curricula
 
(I apologize for the redundancy if you already saw this notice on
WAC-L.)
 
I'd appreciate any and all help in collecting information about
business writing programs and curricula. If you could answer the
questions below about business writing (or business communication)
instruction at your institution (whether or not you actually teach or
administer in the program), I would be most grateful. Feel free to
pass this note on to colleagues.
 
I'm going to use this information for an argument I'm trying
to build for lower class sizes and more resources for our
program at Purdue. Unhappily, the trend is all the other way.
(I'll include my own responses for Purdue in a follow-up post.)
 
Please send your survey directly to me, unless there is a clamor for
results to be posted to the whole list.  Either way, I'd be happy to
post the final results of this *very* informal survey if people are
interested.
 
Jim Porter
Director of Business Writing
Purdue University
jporter@mace.cc.purdue.edu
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------
BUSINESS WRITING/COMMUNICATION INSTRUCTION
1) Name of institution?
 
 
2) What department/school offers the main business writing/communication
course at your institution? ("main"=required of most business or
business management majors and/or most heavily enrolled) (e.g., English,
School of Business).
 
 
3) What is this course called?
 
 
4) Approximately how many students per year take this course?
 
 
5) Who teaches this course? (e.g., faculty, graduate TA's, part-time
lecturers, combination)
 
 
6) What is the enrollment limit for this course?
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 26 Jan 1994 18:15:48 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Jim Porter <jporter@MACE.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      business writing curricula (Purdue response)
 
>------------------------------------------------
>BUSINESS WRITING/COMMUNICATION INSTRUCTION
>1) Name of institution?
 
Purdue University
 
>2) What department/school offers the main business writing/communication
>course at your institution? ("main"=required of most business or
>business management majors and/or most heavily enrolled) (e.g., English,
>School of Business).
 
English
 
>3) What is this course called?
 
English 420, Business Writing
English 420c, Business Writing (computer classroom)
 
>4) Approximately how many students per year take this course?
 
about 1,200
 
>5) Who teaches this course? (e.g., faculty, graduate TA's, part-time
>lecturers, combination)
 
2/3 graduate TA's in English; 1/3 part-time lecturers
 
>6) What is the enrollment limit for this course?
 
in 420, 26 students/section
in 420c, 20 students/section
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 28 Jan 1994 08:17:54 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Chris Burnham <cburnham@NMSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios ofr Placement
In-Reply-To:  <9401261713.AA26710@dante>
 
  We use a portfolio for exit from our first-year writing course here at New
Mexico State.  Individual teachers read and evaluate the portfolios.  We
have extensive training for evaluating portfolios and norming sesions for
holistic scoring (a holistically-scored common essay, a one-hour
quasi-improptu essay) is included in the portfolio).  This may not be
relevant, given your project.
  However, we are in the process of starting a portfolio evaluation
program with our high schools.  Students, upon the recommendation of their
high school teacher and with a certain standardized test score, will
submit a portfolio of their writing, we will evaluate and award credit or
an exemption from first-year comp where appropriate.
  If you discover any programs like this in your network adventures,
please let me know.
      Chris Burnham
      Department of English
      New Mexico State Unversity
      Las Cruces, NM 88003
      505-646-3931
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 28 Jan 1994 14:33:05 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Mark Christensen <MCHRISTENSEN@VAX1.BEMIDJI.MSUS.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios ofr Placement
 
Chris,
The University of Minnesota attempted to set up a portfolio assessment
program for entrance to the university.  Aftern a time that project was
abandoned, as it was not only expensive but many high schools won't
comply with such a demnad and students from high schools outside of
Minnesota were not likely to eb affected by the dictates of the U of M--
at least, high school writing curriculum wasn't.
Mark Christensen
Department of English
Bemidji State University
Bemidji, MN 56601
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 28 Jan 1994 15:37:33 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Joan Livingston-Webber <webber@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Portfolio Placement
 
In one of the responses I've received, I've learned that
what I call "placement" is in some places called "proficiency."
I'm still interested in making a list of places using
portofolio placement.  By that, I mean using portfolios to
determine what course in the comp sequence a student first
registers for, or, in some cases, which students are exempt
from the comp requirement altogether.  Does everyone submit
a portfolio or only those who want to "place out?"  What materials
are included in the portfolio?  How many portfolios/semester or
year?  What's the arrangement for rating or scoring?  Are any
otehr measures involved in teh decision-making (e.g. a timed
essay, grammar, SAP scores, etc.)  Thanks again.
 
--
Joan Livingston-Webber   webber@unomaha.edu
"What gets better is the precision with which we vex each other."
                                                -Clifford Geertz
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 28 Jan 1994 16:58:23 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Kathleen Yancey <FEN00KBY@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios ofr Placement
In-Reply-To:  Message of Fri,
              28 Jan 1994 14:33:05 -0600 from
              <MCHRISTENSEN@VAX1.BEMIDJI.MSUS.EDU>
 
Chris, at UNC Charlotte we have a pilot program in which prospective first-year
 students submit a portfolio for placement into English 1103, a one-semester
 (ie, accelerated) version of our two-semester sequence.  We announced it last
 spring, read portfolios this summer, and offered the course in the fall.  We
 are now reviewing the process and the students' products to see if it should
 be institutionalized.  Our dean wants the course since it saves money, the
 students want it since it saves time and money, and I want a procedure that
 allows us to avoid using the SAT verbal or the AP as a mechanism for placement
 .  The way it looks now, we will all get what we want.
Kathleen Yancey
<fen00kby@unccvm>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 28 Jan 1994 09:57:43 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Chris Burnham <cburnham@NMSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios ofr Placement
In-Reply-To:  <9401261713.AA26710@dante>
 
  We are planning a portfolio evaluation project that would allow high
school English teachers to nominate students with very strong
writing abilities and standardized test scores so they coule submit a
portfolio containing specified  kinds of writing to a board of readers who  o
would award credit for our first-year writing course or recommend an
exemption and placement later in our sequence.  We are enthusiastic about
the posibilities for this project.  More effective placement of students
in our sequence and some shaping influence on high school writing
curricula (emphasing multiple drafting and revision, collaborative
learning, and developing workshops for high school teachers explaining the
project and offering training to support the values of our program, etc.)
are possible outcomes.
  However, we are concerned about the project and need information about
similar projects, successful or not, in other locales, while we are
still in the planning stage.  Would anyone with any information please
contact me through the WPA Net or at the address below?  Thanks.
        Chris Burnham  (cburnham@nmsu.edu)
        Department of English, Box 3E
        New Mexico State University
        Las Cruces, NM 88003
        505-646-3931 (505-646-7725: fax)
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 29 Jan 1994 08:05:42 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Irwin Weiser <va0@MACE.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios ofr Placement
In-Reply-To:  <9401282235.AA03389@mace.cc.purdue.edu>; from "Chris Burnham" at
              Jan 28, 94 9:57 am
 
Chris,
 
Are you familiar with the program at Miami University in Ohio?  Laurel
Black, Don Daiker, Jeff Sommers, and Gail Stygall had (have) a FIPSE
grant for the project.  At the portfolio conference in fall 1992 held
at Miami, they had copies of a booklet titled Handbook for Writing
Portfolio Assessment: A Program for College Placement which explained
their project.  There's an address listed in the handbook:  PORTFOLIO
Department of English, Miami University, Oxford OH 45056.  Or you
could write directly to Jeff or Don at Miami (Gail is now at U. WA;
I'm not sure that Laurel Black is still at Miami)
 
 
--
Irwin Weiser
va0@mace.cc.purdue.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 29 Jan 1994 08:02:20 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Comments:     Converted from PROFS to RFC822 format by PUMP V1.2
From:         Allene Cooper <RENCOOPE@IDBSU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios ofr Placement
In-Reply-To:  note of 01/28/94 15:03
 
We're piloting an exit portfolio in 101 and 102.  But I'm also interested
in a placement portfolio such as some of you are having high school
students compile.  However, 1/3 of our entering freshman are entering
adults (not re-entering!)  Does anyone have a way of including them in
such a portfolio placement?
 
Allene Cooper, Writing Program Director
Boise State University
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 385-3426
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 29 Jan 1994 08:14:58 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Comments:     Converted from PROFS to RFC822 format by PUMP V1.2
Comments:     Resent-From: Allene Cooper <RENCOOPE@IDBSU>
From:         Allene Cooper <RENCOOPE@IDBSU.BITNET>
Subject:      MA TAs
 
Allene Cooper, Writing Program Director
Boise State University
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 385-3426
*** Forwarding note from RENCOOPE--IDBSU    01/29/94 08:14 ***
To: WAC-L   --UIUCVMD
 
From: Allene Cooper
Subject: MA TAs
This is a duplicate message.  My dean, VP, Provost, and I all agree
that we should develop our MA program and create some TAships.  The
brick wall is our Graduate Director who thinks people working on MAs
can't teach comp.  My dean has asked me for some simple numbers to
be followed by a more substantial report.  Could you all please just
give me quick answers to these four questions:
 
1. The name of your school (e-mail addresses are hard to decipher)
2. # of MA students teaching freshman comp
3. # of PhD students teaching freshman comp
4. Do you have a required training program for new TAs?
 
Allene Cooper, Writing Program Director
Boise State University
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 385-3426
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 29 Jan 1994 11:41:05 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "MARGARET E. WHITT" <mwhitt@DIANA.CAIR.DU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: MA TAs
In-Reply-To:  <no.id> from "Allene Cooper" at Jan 29, 94 08:14:58 am
 
1. university of denver
2. 7
3. 25
4. yes
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 29 Jan 1994 13:36:54 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios ofr Placement
In-Reply-To:  <199401282214.AA02810@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Chris Burnham" at
              Jan 28, 94 09:57:43 am
 
Chris B, I really like the idea of using portfolios for placement.  The
combination of your experience at NM State and of the team at Miami of
Ohio just might work out, with all the good implications you propose.  BUT
everything I've seen says that it costs about 5 times as much to read
portfolios as it does to read essay tests, which might mean a reading fee
to students of $35-$50.  Have you, or Kathy Y, figured out a way to get
the cost down or the money raised?
                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 29 Jan 1994 22:51:39 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK, WRIGHT STATE, DAYTON 45435" <RBULLOCK@WSU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: MA TAs
 
At Wright State, we have 26 graduate teaching assistants, all MA
candidates, who teach composition and do a damn fine job of it, mostly.
They do so because, in part, they don't come with the expectations of
some Ph.D. candidates and the baggage of elitism they sometimes drag
with them.  We have a fairly involved preparation (I hate "teacher
or TA training" because it's what you do when you teach someone how
to use a machine) program that entails 2 weeks of workshops and practice
teaching before the fall quarter starts, followed by a 2-quarter course
sequence on Teaching College Composition that includes as its major
project in the fall the compiling of a teaching portfolio (including
video clips) and in the winter a classroom research project.  We don't
have a Ph.D. program--but it's worth noting that TAs regularly get
among the department's highest student evaluations, and students here
are a relatively discerning bunch (not to imply that they know quality
when they see it, unlike other places, but rather to suggest that they
don't give high marks routinely).
Rich Bullock
rbullock@desire.wright.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 30 Jan 1994 09:30:06 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         j l mcclure <jmcclure@UMAXC.WEEG.UIOWA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios ofr Placement
 
Ed's note about cost is important.  I'm very much an advocate of
portfolios in the classroom, in exit assessment, etc., but wonder what
advantages portfolios have in placement.  One would be the message to high
schools and students of the importance of "real" writing.  Are there
others?  Has anyone collected any data yet about improved accuracy in
placement using portfolios over the "cheap and dirty" methods
(multiple-choice tests, timed essays) currently employed at most
schools?  In short, what do we gain in using portfolios for placement and is it
worth the additional resources?  (Does anyone know if Miami-O has decided
to continue placement portfolios once the FIPSE grant expires?)
 
J.L. McClure
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 30 Jan 1994 10:33:41 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios ofr Placement
In-Reply-To:  <199401301540.AA08960@wiley.csusb.edu> from "j l mcclure" at Jan
              30, 94 09:30:06 am
 
On portfolios for placement, don't mistake the Miami U funded program: it
is not a PLACEMENT program but an EQUIVALENCY program.  Only entering
students seeking credit by exam apply for it and send in portfolios, so
only a few hundred need be scored.  A placement program might have numbers
in the thousands.  The Minnesota experiment turned out to be an
embarrassment because too many portfolios were collected to be read.
Chris and Kathleen, it sounds as if you may be planning for such huge
numbers. IS that so, and what about the costs?
                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 30 Jan 1994 10:41:01 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: MA TAs
In-Reply-To:  <199401300354.AA08243@wiley.csusb.edu> from "RICH BULLOCK,
              WRIGHT STATE, DAYTON 45435" at Jan 29, 94 10:51:39 pm
 
Rich, something about the "preparation" for the TAs you describe bothers
me.  Are you suggesting that 2 weeks of workshop is all that a teacher
needs to teach comp, followed by what sounds like 2 courses in pedagogy? I
hope not.  Could you expand?
                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 30 Jan 1994 14:01:23 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: MA TAs
 
Allene Cooper:
 
1.Illinois State University
2.46 M.A students teaching comp
3. 26-30 doctoral. students teaching comp
4. a) a 30-hour pre-service workshop
     b)  a weekly teaching proseminar during the first teaching term
     c) a 3-hour graduate course, "Intro to Comp Theory"
     d) a mentoring program through the first year
 
Doug
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs/Associate Professor
English Department, Illinois State University, Normal 61761
ddhesse@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 30 Jan 1994 17:04:07 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Karin Evans <kevans@MACE.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: MA TAs
In-Reply-To:  <9401291516.AA14431@mace.cc.purdue.edu>; from "Allene Cooper" at
              Jan 29, 94 8:14 am
 
>
> 1. The name of your school (e-mail addresses are hard to decipher)
> 2. # of MA students teaching freshman comp
> 3. # of PhD students teaching freshman comp
> 4. Do you have a required training program for new TAs?
 
I haven't seen anyone from North Carolina State University respond to
this query, but I taught there as an MA TA.  There were maybe 50????
of us at the MA level teaching freshman comp, and just after I left
Carolyn Miller started training some students in the MS in Tech Comm
to teach tech writing.  No PhD students--it was a terminal masters
program.  There was considerable required training.  If you want
uptodate info, try contacting Carolyn at crm@unity.ncsu.edu.
 
Karin Evans
Purdue University
(NCSU 1988-91)
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 30 Jan 1994 15:34:06 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      FY comp. revision/revamp
 
Perhaps we can give Karl some help. Send responses to himn directly because
I'm not sure he reads on WPA. Thanks.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Vice Provost for Academic Programs
___Arizona State University West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100___(602) 543-4500__IACDES@ASUACAD
*** Forwarding note from MBU-L   --TTUVM1   01/29/94 14:54 ***
Return-Path: <@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU:owner-mbu-l@TTUVM1.TTU.EDU>
Received: from ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU (NJE origin LISTSERV@ASUACAD) by
          ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU (LMail V1.1d/1.7f) with BSMTP id 7366; Sat,
          29 Jan 1994 14:54:12 -0700
Date:         Sat, 29 Jan 1994 16:50:27 EST
Reply-To:     "Megabyte University (Computers & Writing)" <MBU-L@TTUVM1.BITNET>
Sender:       "Megabyte University (Computers & Writing)" <MBU-L@TTUVM1.BITNET>
From:         KARL SCHNAPP <kschnapp@TOPCAT.BSC.MASS.EDU>
Subject:      FY comp. revision/revamp
To:           Multiple recipients of list MBU-L <MBU-L@TTUVM1.BITNET>
 
Dear Mega-Friends:
 
I have been asked to serve on a committee charged with developing
new course descriptions for our FY composition classes.  The
problem in our department is that we have no way to describe "our
writing program/instruction": faculty have wildly differing
theories of teaching/learning, diverse goals, various "outcomes,"
and numerous pedagogies.  In a word, among our 25+ faculty we
have nearly 25+ "writing programs."
 
We presume that new descriptions of our FY comp. courses will
provide some much-needed guidance for faculty (adjunct AND
tenured), will furnish students with a feeling of continuity and
coherence, and will impart an appearance of consistency for the
administration.  These are the benefits we hope to derive from
revising our comp. course descriptions.  (Note: We ARE assuming
that revising our descriptions will actually alter [standardize?
homogenize?] to *some* degree the contents and methods of the
courses; moreover, we are assuming that *some* measure of
standardization is good/necessary.)
 
Has anyone gone through this kind of process *recently* (say, in
the last five years or so) in their department?  If, so, here's
my request:
 
     How were your FY comp. classes described BEFORE revision?
 
     Why did your department revise the courses?  Internal
     pressures?  External pressures?  Both?  Other pressures?
 
     What kind of processes did your department employ to produce
     the new FY comp. courses/descriptions?
 
     What problems (resistance/disagreement) did you encounter
     during the process of trying to revise your courses?
 
     How were your FY comp. classes described AFTER revision?
 
     How would you assess the effects of altering the course
     descriptions?
 
A final note.... I know that many of us are tempted (in response
to requests like mine) to speechify, to advocate our own theories
and pedagogies.  Let me assure you that all of us want to offer
writing classes that are theoretically sound/consistent; that
meet our students needs and abilities; that provide students with
some valuable experiences, skills, and knowledge; and that don't
require faculty to march lock-step.  Although beliefs and
practices *are* important, at this stage of my project I'm
primarily interested in your actual experiences.
 
Please MESSAGE ME PRIVATELY, as to avoid a snarl on the list.
Thanks in advance for your responses.
 
kschnapp@topcat.bsc.mass.edu
 
Karl Schnapp
English Department
Bridgewater State College
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 30 Jan 1994 18:37:50 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Gail Stygall <stygall@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios ofr Placement
In-Reply-To:  <9401301539.AA15536@tolstoy.u.washington.edu>
 
J.L. McClure, Ed, others:
As one of the original group on the FIPSE and from my continuing work
with Don, Laurel, and Jeff, since I moved to the Pacific Northwest, I can
answer some of these questions in part.  For exact figures on costs
and numbers in 92 and 93, you may want to contact Don Daiker or Jeff
Sommers directly.  This is a fairly long post, so those of you not
interested in portfolios, delete now.
 
After the very first year (1990) of the FIPSE (it ran 2 and a half years)
in which we gave a single sitting, impromptu exam for exemption credit
concurrently with the submission of portfolios for exemption credit, the
English dept.  at Miami voted to drop the exam and replace it with
portfolios.  So the portfolio program continues post-FIPSE under the
auspices of the English Department.  Doing so HAS had impact on Ohio high
schools who send large numbers of students to Miami, e.g., giving students
more opportunity to prepare portfolios, more information about the Miami
program, etc.
 
  But it is important, as Ed suggests, to keep in mind that this is an
EXEMPTION, not placement.  Students at Miami who submit a portfolio can
receive up to six hours of college composition credit for a top-rated
portfolio, 3 hours of credit and placement into a special one-semester
writing course, or they can receive no credit for a portfolio that
suggests all them first year coursework is in order.  Moreover, students
who registered for the old exemption exam were already paying a fee for
the test, and in the years before the portfolio proposal, there had been
money left over for various other project.  The current fee is slightly
more (Jeff?) and if I remember correctly, the department breaks about even
now (paying raters, corresponding with students, etc.).  Admissions
offices and registrars and bursars usually start having a cow about the
time someone starts talking about NEW fees for entering students.  Ours
was already in place.
 
Another aspect--one I don't think any of us pursued beyond musing about
it--the numbers of portfolio submissions has not yet reached the average
800-1000 students who sat for the exemption exam.  But that 800-1000 was
and is fully one-third of Miami's entering class; the legitimate, likely
exemptions submit portfolios; the ones giving a one-time shot to getting
out of comp don't sit for portfolios, with the numbers now running in the
mid-hundreds for portfolios.  That's quite different from facing a
required submission from each and every new first year student.
 
One final note: as Dick Larson has also suggested, the actual time spent
rating portfolios is not at all near what one might assume for the change
from rating a single essay exam to several pieces of writing.
Deciphering crabbed handwriting or arrows pointing around the page to
pages inserted all disappear when the portfolio submission is typed and
submitted by all in the same order.
 
I hope this answers some of the questions people have had about Miami's
program.  Greetings to all.
Gail Stygall, English
University of Washington
stygall@u.washington.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 31 Jan 1994 06:36:43 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Kathleen Yancey <FEN00KBY@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios for Placement
In-Reply-To:  Message of Sun,
              30 Jan 1994 10:33:41 -0800 from <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
 
For Ed and others--
(And I need to echo Gail: if you aren't interested in portfolios, you'll probab
ly want to delete.)
 
Our entering classes right now number around 2500, but like the Miami model,
ours assumes that not everyone will apply, since the purpose is to gain admissi
on to a one-semester version of the first year course.  No credit per se is
awarded on the basis of the portfolio; the six credits are awarded after the
course is successfully completed.  I am still trying to work this change throug
the registrar's office (she says with a little frustration).
Here is what we have found so far.
 
 
1.  For good or ill, we don't have a placement procedure at all because we have
no tier of courses into which to place students.  Currently, they all take
the two semester sequence, with the exception of some ESL students who do have
a preliminary course available to them.
 
2.  Some faculty are resisting the 1103 because they think it's elitist.  We
have widespread agreement that we shouldn't give credit on the basis of the
GRE (as some of our sister institutions do:  a 600 awards 3 credits of freshman
English), but there is less resistance to awarding credit for AP scores.
 
3.  Also, it's a political issue, with the English Department firmly committed
to the value of the first-year course, but the dean feeling that if our sister
institutions award credit, we should, and wondering why something like 80% of
all first-year English grades are A's and B's.  In his mind, that's an argument
for awarding credit without the course, which is also a means of saving money.
 
4.  In our review of the portfolio and the course--the one is linked to the
other--we have several criteria we are using:  how the students did in the pilo
t (ie, did we select well?); how the course "fits" with writing-intensive
courses within the university; how easy/hard this is to administer,  including
cost.  We don't have a fix on this last variable yet, but for every 20 students
who would take this course, we save the cost of a part-time instructor.
Beyond that, we'd like to use some of that funding to help TA's learn to read
within a community.  So we think the cost of the portfolios will more than be
covered by the reduction in staffing.  And I think that some students will be
better served: they will have a version of the first-year course, but it will
be geared to the readiness they bring to it.
 
5.  And a possible permutation.  We have many transfer students, but it's very
hard sometimes to figure out what their English courses consisted of, and hard
to award credit from quarter systems to semesters.  The portfolio might be able
to help us here as well.
 
Hope this is helpful.
 
Kathleen Yancey
<fen00kby@unccvm.uncc.edu>
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 31 Jan 1994 08:58:46 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         RONRON@USU.BITNET
Subject:      Re: MA TAs
 
Allene-
1. Utah State University
2. We have 26 MA students as TA's
3. No PhD students
4. Training:  A one-week intensive workshop; mentoring the first year; a
fall quarter course in pedagody.  Our fy comp course is tightly organized
so that it is easier for a fy teacher to work with. Ron Shook
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 31 Jan 1994 10:30:30 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Joan I Hawthorne <hawthorn@BADLANDS.NODAK.EDU>
Subject:      Re: MA TAs
In-Reply-To:  <9401291516.AA126237@badlands.NoDak.edu>
 
Allene --
 
1.  University of North Dakota
2 and 3.  typically about 25-30 TAs, 2/3 of them at the MA level
4.  yes
 
Joan
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 31 Jan 1994 09:48:34 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Chris Burnham <cburnham@NMSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios ofr Placement
In-Reply-To:  <9401301833.AA08226@dante>
 
Ed:
  We are very much in the planning stage and don't know exactly what we
are getting into.  We are meeting (we means Bill Bridges and I) this
week with the NMCTE.  We are hoping that connecting with them
from the beginning of the project will result in more cooperation and a
chance for success.  As I see it now, the project would not offer
placement since our current program is so rudimentary placement is
unnecessary.  Our goal is mostly offering very well-prepared students an
opportunity to by-pass the first course  that for many is unnecessary.
Concerns such as costs will come up after we find out how the state
council will react and whether the state will offer any support.
  Thanks for your response.  The information is helpful, and I will
appreciate other advice you might offer.
  Regars, Chris Burnham
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 31 Jan 1994 10:21:18 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios for Placement
In-Reply-To:  <199401311204.AA10995@wiley.csusb.edu> from "Kathleen Yancey" at
              Jan 31, 94 06:36:43 am
 
If I read the mail aright, and the journals, then NOBODY yet is using
portfolios for placement.  The plans set out by Chris and Kathleen both
propose using portfolios for acceleration or advanced placement, as does
the Miami of Ohio program--which makes very good sense to me.  This
experience confirms my sense that that very abbreviated version of the
portfolio--the essay test--still makes the best sense for placement.
                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 31 Jan 1994 13:48:54 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK, WRIGHT STATE, DAYTON 45435" <RBULLOCK@WSU.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Portfolio Placement
 
Joan,
You asked what we do to exempt students from FE.  At Wright State,
we use a combination: students submit a portfolio of writing, and
they then write a 2-hour-long impromptu analysis of that portfolio
--its strengths and weaknesses and what they'd do differently now.
It's read by 2 members of our Writing Programs committee.
Rich bullock
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 31 Jan 1994 10:54:48 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Dale Sullivan  Univ of Nebr at Kearney <sullivan@PLATTE.UNK.EDU>
Subject:      ma/ta
 
Allene:
 
1.  University of Nebr at Kearney
2.  nine
3.  none
4.  a 2-day workshop before fall semester, a 1-semester course
in the teaching of writing (fall of first year), weekly meetings
for the first year (one hour a week)
Dale Sullivan
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 31 Jan 1994 14:00:19 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Mark Christensen <MCHRISTENSEN@VAX1.BEMIDJI.MSUS.EDU>
Subject:      Re: MA TAs
 
HOPE this helps you out:
 
At Bemidji State University, Bemidji, MN 56601 we currently have 7 MA students
teaching freshman comp.  We have no Ph.D students at all.  We have a required
training program run concurrently with the comp courses.
 
Mark Christensen
Director of Freshman English
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 31 Jan 1994 14:49:12 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Bill Condon <USERLCBK@UMICHUM.BITNET>
Subject:      Porfolios for placement
 
Ed,
Michigan is using portfolios for placement.  For the past two years,
under our Associate Director for Assessment, Emily Decker, we have
piloted the program, assessing about 700 portfolios each summer,
while most students still relied solely on the essay test.  Portfolio
submissions were voluntary, and notice (April 15 for a June 1
submission) was short; still, we got better than 10% response.
 
This summer we go whole hog.  As students are admitted, they receive
notice of the portfolio requirement, so most admitted studnets have
already received notice.  Deadline is May 1, and we hope to be finished
reading the ones we get by June 15, when summer orientation starts.
We'll have followup readings in August and September, and we expect
to work with some number of students in the fall who were unable to
get a portfolio together.
 
So far, there is not a lot to report, though as far as this discussion
goes, our cost hasn't been anything near five times as great as for
the essay test.  More like haf again as much, I think.  But for
exact figures, you can contact Emily_Decker@um.cc.umich.edu.  She's
running the show through July 1, when yours truly will take over while
Emily enjoys a much-deserved leave.
 
Bill Condon
English Composition Board
1025 Angell Hall
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
Bill_Condon@um.cc.umich.edu or userlcbk@umichum
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Date:         Mon, 31 Jan 1994 15:21:03 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Irvin Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Portfolios for Placement
In-Reply-To:  <01H8C1CWEKIO006441@crcvms.unl.edu> from "Edward White" at Jan 31,
              94 10:21:18 am
 
>
> If I read the mail aright, and the journals, then NOBODY yet is using
> portfolios for placement.  The plans set out by Chris and Kathleen both
> propose using portfolios for acceleration or advanced placement, as does
> the Miami of Ohio program--which makes very good sense to me.  This
> experience confirms my sense that that very abbreviated version of the
> portfolio--the essay test--still makes the best sense for placement.
>                                 --Ed White
>
From our information, this seems to be right, Ed.  In our current
proposal, we want to use it for exemption only.  Though we expect
a bit of trouble from people who want us to use it to exempt some
writers from the first semester of the yearlong course--which, in
a sense, is placement.  Our committee (not to bring up an old
argument) wants to make this an all or none exemption.  I would agree
that for placement of 2000 students, a good essay sample is
more efficient.
Irv
 
--
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 31 Jan 1994 19:42:09 EST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUACAD.BITNET>
From:         Kathleen Yancey <FEN00KBY@UNCCVM.UNCC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Porfolios for placement
In-Reply-To:  Message of Mon, 31 Jan 1994 14:49:12 EST from <USERLCBK@UMICHUM>
 
Bill, can you tell us *how* you currently assess the portfolio, or how you will
this summer?
 
Kathleen Yancey
